SAMPLE LETTER ON HEALTH CARE LEGISLATION 
Date 

The Honorable (Senator)


The Honorable (Representative) 

United States Senate 



U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20510


Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Senator (Name): 



Dear Congress(wo)man (Name): 

As a small manufacturer and a constituent who is concerned about health care reform, I respectfully ask that you oppose efforts to achieve health care reform at the expense of America’s small- to medium-sized businesses, including employer mandates and tax increases, like the bills passed by the House and Senate and introduced by President Obama.

I agree that something needs to be done to improve our health care system. But, the fix should not penalize small business owners and hinder job growth. Taxing small business owners and the jobs we create will not solve the health care crisis. In fact, fully one-third of U.S. small businesses would be hit by this tax. Meaningful reform, instead, should be aimed at lowering cost and increasing coverage. 

The current versions of health care reform legislation do not address the core challenges facing American manufacturers, which is how to provide quality health care to our workers at affordable rates. The solution shouldn’t add to our costs. Those burdens will only further reduce the availability of the capital that manufacturers so desperately need right now to innovate and create jobs. America’s small and mid-sized manufacturers are still struggling to survive the recession. Increasing taxes and imposing payroll penalties in order to pay for “reform” will only delay our economic recovery, already too long in coming – and will almost certainly plunge us back into crisis should these burdens fall on our shoulders just as the economy is rebounding. 
Please do not make it harder for us to recover and to create jobs. Finding ways to make health care coverage affordable and available to all is a goal we all share. But achieving that goal shouldn’t be done in ways that will ultimately damage small businesses and kill off jobs.
Please consider the impact on America’s small and mid-sized manufacturers as you consider health care reform. Thank you.
